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was designed. It was, however, so contrived that the door was 
made to appear higher by means of the portiere being carried 
some distance up above the spring. This harmless deceit might 
well be practiced over low windows where there iB an abundance 
of uninteresting dead light above. In fact, it frequently appears 
that upholsterers hang their valances too low, and thus exclude 
much light and air from the apartment. 




3. A Simple but Effective Design. 



The bed hangings, which are represented in Fig. 2, are grand 
and imposing in design, and might well be introduced into the 
large bedrooms of this country. It should be noticed how much 
higher the cornice of this bed is than those of our own usually 
are. The demerit is, of course, especially noticeable in beds of 
large dimensions. The improvement which this sketch suggests 
would be both esthetically and hygienically advantageous. 

Fig. 3 is a simple and plucky design. It is quaint in character 
and possible of inexpensive adoption. 

Fig. 4 shows us a neglige" but graceful departure for ordinary 
lines in the irregular bunching up of one side of the tails of the 
valance, and this idea should start a train of thought in a sim- 
ilar direction and inspire us with a variety of new treatments 
upon this line. 



DECORATIVE NOTE, 



A PERSIAN lady's rooms do not occupy much of her time or 
attention. They are very simple, and taste plays no im- 
portant part in them. The walls are either plainly tinted, 
ornamented with scrolls, carved in plaster or inlaid up to the 
ceiling with fragments of looking-glass. Her bedding by day is 
rolled up in a corner of the room she generally inhabits. On a 
shelf in every niche stands a turquoise-colored vase, on which 
rests a strongly-scented shaddoek. This is the only decoration, 
excepting the exquisite carpets and rugs which are spread about 
the floor. She is thoroughly domestic, and treats her women 
servants and slaves much as if they were her equals, interesting 
herself in the cookery and often making the sweetmeats, in 
which an Oriental household delights. 



DECORATIVE DRAPERIES. 



Br Carrie Mat Ashtoit. 

' LATEST fabrics for interior decorations 
are Oxford rep, silk sheeting, silk 
bolting, gobelin tapestry, hollywood 
drapery, Mexican art cloths, mail 
cloth, linen satine and art linen. 

Mail cloth or figured terry and 
silk sheeting hold the lead. 

The former varies in price from 
$2.50 to $6, the highest priced being 
75 inches in width, and chiefly used 
for bedspreads. 

Gobelin cloth sells for $1 and 
$1.50 per yard, and is 54 inches in 
width. It is found in all the new, soft shades and drapes beau- 
tifully, so it makes admirable draperies. Frequently these cur- 
tains are embroidered in some conventional design, outlined in 
Japanese silk or silk of a darker shade. 





Fig 4. A Graceful, Neglige Design. 

Another fabric not mentioned above is toile de Guise, 
which sells for 75 cents a yard, and is 50 inches wide. 

A clever woman, who desired to shut off the view of her 
dressing-room from her sleeping room, purchased five yards of 
this last named material and made for herself a most artistic 
porti&re at a cost of $5. Crescents and other geometrical fig- 
ures were cut from blue velveteen she had in the house, and 
couched with Japanese tinsel and dull gold rope silk on the 
dull blue material. The effect was excellent. 
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For small rooms Japanese crepes and soft, thin draperies 
resembling Eastern silks are more to be desired than heavier 
fabrics. 

The silver bedsteads are taking the place of the brass ones, 
and very attractive are they. 

A set of covers made for one of them, which was recently 
seen, is worthy of description. The coverlet and pillowspreads 
are of pale golden satin overlaid with lace. In the corners of 
the pillows are clusters of silken buttercups and grasses, while 
the center of the spread is ornamented with a wreath of the 
same flowers. The can- 
opy is of the satin 
covered with lace, and 
is caught back with 
bunches of buttercups 
and long ends of ribbon 
grass. 

Another set is of 
pale green satin with 
filmy lace over it and 
maiden's hair ferns in 
each corner. 

A third set is of rose 
colored silk, and the 
il->wers used are rose- 
buds and ferns. 

Many of the new 
sofa pillows are of mole- 
skin showing a back- 
ground of blue, green, 
red, yellow and black. 

A very handsome 
one, which was recently 
seen, has a background 
of black with yellow 
flowers scattered over it. 
A double ruffle finishes 
$he edge. 

Another attractive 
pillow is of pink satin 
edged with a full ruffle 
of rich lace. White silk 
conventional designs are 
embroidered on it. 

Among other novel- 
ties seen in their rooms 
are the handsome sofa 
pillows. One is of gobe- 
lin tapestry with a 
double ruffle of Oriental 
silk. It is imported, 
and sells for $15. The 
other is of red denim 
with a ruffle of black 
India silk around the 
edge and embroidered 
in black silk. Mrs. 
Crane uses the filoselle 
embroidery silk in 
Asiatic dyes, and never 
has any trouble with 
her work fading. 

A pretty library 
table ; cover is of fine 
brown linen, hem- 
stitched and orna- 
mented with pale yellow 
conventional designs. 

Dresser scarfs of 
white India mull are 

finished at either end with lace, and in the center and at each 
end are graceful sprays of maiden hair ferns, wild roses, pansies 
and violets ; only one flower being used on a scarf. 

A most exquisite portiere is of creamy silk with forget-me- 
nots scattered over it. 

Another recently seen is of silk tapestry of a creamy tint 
with yellow orchids embroidered on it. Draped over it are yel- 
low ropes of silk. 

A pair of portieres, which are particularly noticeable, are 




Parisian Boudoir, a la Studio, Showing Japanesque Arrangement op Draperies, from Vogue. 



of satin of a soft tan color, with white roses and their leaves 
scattered over them. They are doubled over at the top to form 
a sort of lambrequin, and finished with pale green silk fringe. 
About a foot from the bottom of the curtains this fringe is 
also fastened on, giving it a novel and pleasing effect. 

Nothing could be more exquisite than a set of hangings of 
creamy silk embroidered in the fleur-de-lis pattern for a ladies' 
boudoir. The dainty apartment is furnished to correspond. 

A striking pair of portieres are of yellow nankeen with an 
all over design of nasturtiums done in shaded red and gold. 

They are finished at the 
bottom with small 
tassels of the same 
material. 

Denims in the differ- 
ent colors are much used 
for the hangings of li- 
braries and dining- 
rooms, and many of 
them are quite effective. 
A three- come red 
chair roll, which is used 
on a gilded chair, is of 
white silk with violets 
embroidered on it. It 
is finished around the 
lower sides with lace, 
and across the top is 
silk fringe in yellow and 
white. 

Large square pillows 
for the couch, divan or 
hammock in my lady's 
boudoir or chamber are 
covered with satin or 
heavy silk. One of white 
has a pale blue puff 
around it, and conven- 
tional designs are 
worked on it in blue. 
One in yellow has a 
white ruffle and is em- 
broidered in white. A 
third is of heliotrope 
with a white double 
ruffle. 

An easel scarf is of 
white silk mull with 
forget-me-nots on it. ■ 
The ends are hem- 
stitched and finished 
with silk lace. 

The latest pin cush- 
ions are puffed with a 
tiny square of mull or- 
namented with drawn 
work and a narrow lace 
edge, placed diamond- 
wise on the top and 
finished at each corner 
with full rosettes of 
baby ribbon. One of 
pale yellow is very 
pretty. Another is of 
pink and a third of sea 
green. Large pin cush- 
ions are entirely out of 
style. Whether circular, 
oval, square, diamond 
or heart shaped, they 
must be small if fashionable. 

At present draped wicker furniture is one of the fads. 
Chintz or cotton bayadere in warm Oriental colors is used for 
this purpose. 



Up the Hudson in the early morning on the Empire State 
Express is one of the most delightful railroad rides in the 
World. 



